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Remarks, on the communication of “ 


S. E.” which appeared in Vol. 1. page 


406, concluded from our last. 


Lit. Christ. while under the law, fulfilled 
nding to its ordinances, that 
were enjoined ander the Mosaic econoiny 5 

s this the righteousness of the law, or.the | 
econ? If of the gospel, then are we not 
to expect that the righteousness of the gos- 
pel will decrease ? For Jolin said, “ I must 
lecrease, (speaking of the baptism of wa- 
ter,) hut he ( (alluding to the baptisin of the 


the same in : 


Holy Ghost,) must increase.” 


When John said to Jesus, T have need to 


he baptized of thee, and semen thon to me? 


Christv’s answer to Jobn will so far answer 


this question as to shew, that the righteous- 
ness, which Christ wrought out while un- 
der the law, was the righteousness of the 
law ; for he says, suffer it to be so now, for 


thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous- 


ness; i.e. to fulfil the law. Thus Christ 


was circumcised at eight days old, to fuifil 


the law; he was baptized “with water be- 
fore he entered upon his public ministry, to 
fulfil the law ; tor alk the Jewish priests 
were thus initiated into the prie sthood, and 
the law required it. Exod. xxix. 4. Christ 
attended the passover under the law, and ; 
the worship of God in the temple and in the 
synagogues, according to the Jewish or cer- 
einonial law 3 and he enjoined it upon oth- 
ers to go sail do the same. We are told 
that he ordered same, whom he had healed, 
to go and shew themselves to the priests, | 


and offer for their cleansing such things as | 


Moses commanded for testimony unto them ; 
this was in compliance with the law. In’ 


short, Christ lived under no other dispensa- | and disappeared 3 so that John’s 


tion than that of the law, while on carth. 
This law he magnified and made honora- 
ble. But was the ceremonial, the only law 
which Christ obeyed ? Ans. No. He obey- 
éd the law of the Jewish nation ; submitted 
to its precepts, and complied with its in- 
junctions. He paid tribute for the support 
of the Jewish government. Lastly, he ful- 
filled the moral law, and was _ perfectly o- 
bedient to all its requirements. He did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth; 
he was hol y; harmless, undefiled. 


Bat. as our subject is confined to the cer- 
emonial law, we shall not dwell on the 
righteousness of Christ respecting the mor- 
al law. 

Christ fulfilled the ceremonfal law by at- 
tending to its ordinances, and this righteous- 
ness of the law, or of the legal dispensation, 
was what is termed the law righteousness 3 
not the righteousness of the gospel. John’s 
baptism was to decrease; Christ’s bap- 
tism was to tnercase. Now to which of 
these did Christ agend, or which did he ful- 
filin lis publie ministry ? It was the for- 
mer. It was the closing of the légal dis- 
pensation, or the ending of night, ontil the 
day break and the shadows flee aw ay 
Eccl. iv. 6. The dispensation of the law 
may “n compared to the night, in which 
gospel light was gathered by reflection, as 
the moon, in time of night, reflects, to us, 
the light of the sun. John’s appearance 
}was at the latter end of the legal night of 
dispensation, and answered to that time in 
the natural night, when the morning star a- 
rises 3 so that John’s 3 Ministry was a brigk- 
tet and a greater evidence of the near ap- 
proach of day, or of the gospel dispensa- 
‘tion, then any thing which had preceded it. 
: But as the br i¢htness of the stars decrease as 
ithe sun approaches , and as they wholly 
disappear Ww hen the sun is risen ; so John’s 
ministry, or the baptism of water, was to 
i decrease, and finally be absorbed in the far 
greater ight of the gospel day. 

When the gospel dispensation was actu 
ally commenced, and the sun of righteous- 
/ ness was actually risen, all thetypes and cer- 

;emonies of the legal dispensation vanished 
ministry 
decreased, till it wholly disappeared. 

What is the righteousness of the gospel, 
as distinguished from that of the law, m the 
sense of the question? Ans. It is the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit, in the room of the 
baptism of water; or, it is the enlighten- 
ing of the mind, and the renewing of the 
heart, by the holv spirit ; exciting our faith 
and hope in salvation. In other words, it 
is the substance of spiritual good things, in 
the place of the shadow, in which God, as 
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~ Christ told his disciples that they should 
do greater works than he himself had done; 
this must respect the effects of their opera- 
tion; for they did no mote miraculous 
works than Christ did ;, he healed the sick, 
cast out devils, raised the dead, &c. and 
the disciples did no more ; yet the remark- 
able success attending the gospel, such as 
the conversion of multitudes, both Jews and 
Gentiles ; the gift of tongues, &c. was re- 
served for that near approach of the gosptl 


day, while the apostles were spreading its ' 


truths through the world. ‘The commiss- 
ion of Christ to the apostles enabled them 
to go further than Christ himself. Christ 
was restricted in his commission to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel ; but he com- 
nissioned his disciples to preach the gospel 
to every creature, to Jews and Gentiles 
both. 

Thus while John’s baptism decreased 
and came toan end, the baptism of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, in the spread of divine knowledge 
and in the multitude of converts, must in- 
erease, till the earth be filled with the di- 
vine glory, and all flesh see the salvation of 
God. 

The stone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, which represented Christ's king- 
dom or gospel righteousness, was small in 
the beginning; but how greatly increased 
will be its latter end, when it shall fill the 
whole earth? 

But many will, perhaps, be inquisitive to 
know the time when the legal dispensation 
ended, and when that of the gospel began. 
In answer to this, we observe, that the law 
dispensation did not cease, nor the gospel 
dispensation commence, while the first tab- 
ernacle was yet standing; for the Holy 
Ghost signiGed this, that the way into the 
holiest of all, was not yet made manilest ; 
while the first tabernacle was yet standing. 
Heb. ix. 8. Thus I fix the ending of the 
law dispensation, and the commencement 
of that of the gospel, to the rejection and 
dispersion of the Jewish nation, and the de- 
struction of Jerusalem and the temple. I 
grant that the nature of this gospel king- 
dom was exhibited, and its doctrines prea- 
ched, before these events took place; a- 
greeable to,our Savicur’s declaration, that 
the gospel of the kingdom must first be 
preached among all nations, and then shall 
the end come; what end? the end of the 
first covenant or dispensation. It is a great 
mistake in those who believe that the gos- 
vel dispensation commenced when Christ 
came, because he preached the gospel and 


| A little reflection witl convigce any man 
, that the gospel Was preached in the eay. 
| den, soon after the transgression of the firs: 
pair; that it was preached through ¢) 
‘whole Jewish dispensation; and ag {i 
light of the truth has increased in all ave- 
‘so it would be but reasonable to suppres: 
that it should be more clear and luming ~ 
immediately before the gospel dispensat:o 
commenced, than at any period before ti;,,. 
_ time. 
| The commencement of the gospel (js. 
‘pensation, was the time of the overtursjye 
of the types and ordinances and shadows of 
the law, with John’s baptism and every cir. 
, hal ordinance, which were of legal esting. 
,tion 5 and was the beginning of that second 
covenant, which was established on jy ::oy 
promises 5 in which the one baptismis tat 
of the holy spirit, and the acceptable wor. 
ship of God is that, which flows from a sin. 
cere and grateful heart to the Author of ey- 
ery good and perfect gift. 
REMARKS. 

This subject has, unquestionably, been 
misunderstood, and, consequently, the cler- 
gy and the churches have deviated in their 
practice from the simplicity, which is in 
Christ. I have no doubt, however, that 
they have proceeded according to their un- 
derstanding of the subject, and that they 
are notto be charged with wilful trans- 
gression : but judging from my own expe 
rience, [am convinced that there is a ce 
gree of culpabijity attached to the churches 
in taking for a certainty the common and 
long received opinions of their forefathers 
without examination. 

The gospel day or dispensation. is cer 
tainly very different from that of the law; 
and as the law, with its ordinances, was 
considered as a school master to bring us to 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith ; 
so after that faith or the gospel is come, we 
are no longer under a schoolmaster, or the 
ordinances. Gal. iii. 24, 25. 

If Christ fulfilled the rig!:teousness of the 
gospel in the ordinances to which he at- 
tended ; it will undeniably follow, that the 
righteousness of the gospel has decreased, 
and Chiist (in John’s sense of the subject) 
has decreased as well as himself: whereas 
John says, “he must increase, but I must 
decrease.” Fe 

Let us reason a litt!e on this subject. The 
time of night requires some substitute to 
guide us in the absence of the sun: Lan- 
terns, torches, &c. The law was a time ot 
night, and hence the necessity of types 





commissioned his disciples to do the same. 
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churci till the dawn of the gospe! day : but 
who would say, that lanterns, torches, &c. 
are necessary when the day appears; or 
that types, shadows, ordinances, &c. are 
necessary when the gospel day is come or 
the substance of good things instead of the 
shadow ? 

Mankind under the law were in a state 
ef non age, needing instruction respecting 
a Mediator to come ; hence all the ordinan- 
ees of the law were necessary for that in- 
struction, as they pointed to Christ and the 
glory of the gospel dispensation : but when 
Christ, the mediator is come, all these ordi- 
nances and types having received their ac- 
complisbment in hin, are no longer neces- 
sary a8 means of instruction, but their ne- 
cessity is superseded by the far greater and 
clearer light of the gospel day. Our Sav- 
dour said, ** among ali that were born of 
women ihere had not arisen a greater 
prophet than John the baptist, nevertheless 
he that is least in the kingdom of God, 1s 
greater than he ;” i.e. knows more, has a 
more extensive understanding of salvation 
than even John himself. The kiggdom of 
God here means the gospel dispensation. 

Now, if the weakest christian has more; 
knowledce of salvation under the gospel, 
than the greatest prophet or eveh John had 
under the law 3 what need can there be for 

ontinuance of ordinances. ‘Thus we 
reason. ‘The gospel worship is spir- 
ual; it isto love God supremely and to 
Found in every good word and work 3 to 
jive by faith on the Son of God. This faith 
is counted for righteousness. 

it appears trom the whele that baptism 
»y water and the literal supper, were nev- 
er designed to be continued in the church 
under the gospel dispensation : but tasting, 
by faith, that the Lord is gracious and be- 
ing baptized by his spirit or washed in the 
laver of regeneration ; is of infinitely more 
importance than all whoie burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, or than all the ordinances 
that were ever observed by the church of 
God. 

J am sensible that the feelings of many 
will be wounded in reading the answers to 
the above queries, and that it will not meet 
the approbation of some of my brethren of 
the universal faith: but when any one will 
point outor show from the reason of the 
case or scripture testimony, that the gospel 
is a dispensation requiring external washing 
or symbolical representations : then will I 
bow with reverence to the truths so estab- 
lished, and reduce them to practice. 





dinances under the dispensations both of 
law and gospel. Although they were suit- 
able and necessary under the law, and 
were of divine appointment; yet they, by 
the Jews, generally, were considered as the 
sum total of all religion: and a Jew, whe 
paid attention to these externals, throught 
himself to be righteousyand he despised oth- 
ers. Under the gospel what.contentions 
have there been respecting the subject of 
water baptism ? how much time has been 
wasted and ill will excited in debating 
whether infants could be subjects of water 
baptism? Nobody disputes that of such is 
the kingdom of God ; but a great many dis- 
pute their being the fit subjects of water 
baptism; as though there were required 
greater and better qualifications for water 
baptism, than are required for the kingdom 
of God. How many debates respecting the 
node of water baptism? some believe that 
sprinkling is the only right mode ; others, 
that the mode is immaterial ; others, again, 
believe that the only just mode is that of im- 
mersion. Thus the christian church has 
been split and divided both as to the sub- 
jects and mode of water baptism. These 
divisions have been attended with sharp 
contentions, animcsities and the lack oi 
charity and christian fellowship. They 
have been a damage to neighborhoods, and 
a bane in christian societies; they have, in 
many instances, made the world a bedlam 
and the church a body of contending and 
discontented brothers: whereas, we aver, 
that the spirigual worship of God under the 
gospel, stripped of all external observances, 
is that, in which every person acquainted 
therewith, will be perfectly agreed and com- 
pletely harmonious. Let the church on 
earth adopt the practice recommended bv 
our Saviour in his sermon on the mount, 
(see Mat. chap. v.) and I am confident in 
saying that universal harmony will abound. 
(We will observe that in this whole dis. 
course, there is no injunction for one ex- 
ternal ordinance.) It is the poor in spirit; 
it is those, that mourn ; it is the meek and 
those, that hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness ; the merciful ; the pure in heart ; the 
peace-makers and those that are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, (not for holding to 
this or the other ordinance, ) but for right- 
eousness’ sake. Whenever the church 
stands on such ground, it will not only be 
united, but look forth clear as the sun and 
terrible as an army with banners. 

There is no doubt to me but that the gos- 
pe! dispensation will increase in splendo: 








We have seen the effects of external or- 





and purity, till God is worshipped in spirgs, 
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and the watchmen see eye to eye (be unit- 
ed,) when the name of God shall be one 
and his. worship one; when the pure, spir- 
itual worship of the Father resembling the 
clear sun in its bright, meridian splendor 
will prevail; while the dim light of the 
moon, represented by ordinances, will be 
done away. 

I will here epitomize what has been said 
and make an end. 

1. Ordinances are some outward. rite, 
symbolical of some substance, of which the 
oidinance is the shadow.. 

2. These ordinances are not, in serip- 
ture, called gospel ordinances. — 

3. Christ did come under the law or first 
covenant. 

4. He did limit the literal supper to his 
second coming; this second coming was 
the ending of the law and setting up of the 
gospel dispensation. 

5. Water baptism was never gospel bap- 
tism, let the mode be what it may. 

6. Christ, under the law fulfilled the law 

by attending to its ordinances, that were cu- 
jvined under the Mosaic economy. 
' 7. This was the righteousness of the 
law, suited to that dispensation and ne- 
cessary in the fulfilment of all righteous- 
Tie€ss. 

8. Gospel baptism is that of the Holy 
Spirit, enlightening, renewing and sanctify- 
ing men; exciting their faith and hope, aad 
stirring them up to zeal and activity in run- 
ning the christian race. Hence, 

9. And lastly, we have shown, that ordi- 
nances were never instituted for the Gos 
pel day ; but when the day of Gospel light 
had broken} the shadows, which prefigured 
it were no longer needful.—Epir or. 





From the Herald of Salvation. 

Ata meeting of the Black River Branch 
Association of Universalists, at Prownville. 
dune 30, 1824, Br. C. G. Parson, Medera- 
tor, and Br. G. B. Lisher, Clerk, the Soci- 
ety of Universalists at Lyme was taken into 
fellowship. ; 

CIRCULAR. 

To the several Cisivenes and Societies in 
the fellowship of the gospel of man’s sal- 
vation 3 to all who possess the genuine 
“faith once delivered to the saints” to 
all sects and denominations, who devout- 
Jy worship God and sincerely believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; the Bleck River 


Branch Association of Upniversalists | 


send christian salutations 3 biusably invo- 
king heaven’s richest mercies on all man- 
kind, through Jesus the well b loved Son 


60 GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


of God, “ the Saviour of the world,” “ the 
head of every man,” and * the heir of al} 
things.” ; 

BsLovep BreTuren, 

Beneath the auspicious providence of that 
invisible Being, whose works bear the im- 
press of eternal wisdom, who wields the 
sceptre of universal dominion and controls 
the destiny of all creatures 3 we have been 
permitted to enjey a second annual conyo- 
cation of our infant Association. ‘Lhe un- 
dissembled homage and gratitude of our 
hearts are most cheerfully rendered to the 
iminortal* Father of the spirits of ail flesh,’ 
that we were enabled to mect and greet as 
a band of brothers ; and were received and 
welcomed with that spirit of cordiality, 
which evinced the salutary, harmonizing, 
‘practical effect of “ the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God.” 

The business of the council was com- 
menced, continued and completed with such 
harmony, propriety, good order and good 
feeling, as to enable us to “behold how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity ; it is as the dey 
that descended upon the mountains of Zi- 
on; for there the Lord commanded a bles- 
sing, even life for evermore.” 

The solemn, devout, soul-refreshing ser- 
vices of the sanctuary, were rendered most 
delightful by the instrumentality of an ex- 
cellent choir of singers, who, in chanung 
the praises of God, inspired and cherished 
the influence of pure devotion, and afforded 
a foretaste of the delights of heaven. From 
the revelation of heaven’s all-gracious will, 
those who were, called to the labors of the 
desk, were enabled to furnish a rich repast 
of spiritual instruction and enjoyment. We 
were led to contrast the striking and essen- 
tial difference between * ministers of the let- 
ter,’ ministers of the law of condemnation, 
wrath, woe aud death, toa world morally 
dead ; and the * ministers of the spirit,” or 
gospel, which “gives life” to the dead, 
which communicates peace, joy, glory, pu 
rity and eternal felicity to man. We were 
levabled to contemplate “the gospel of 
'Carist,” as “the power of God unto salVa- 
| tion to every one that believeth,” and to see 
that the gospel commanded to be preached 
to “every creature,” andthe almighty pew 
er of God equally regard and secure tie sal- 
vation of “the Jew, the Greek,” and ali the 
ihuman race ; and that this gospel, with the 
sanction of omnipotent power, will ultimate- 
ly bring “every knee to bow, and every 
tongue to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
tothe glory of Gadthe Father.” We wer 

















me ee ees - 





eel 


led to the consideration of the important 
truth, that the divine law requires supreme 
love to God, and the same love taour neigh=. 
bor which we bear to ourselves; and that 
every “jot and tittle” of this will be fulfil- 
led, and consequently that all enmity and 
vice will ultimately be banished forever, and 
love divine shall fill the universe 5 that “all 
(sud’s holy prophets since the world be- 
gan” have borne testimony to “ the resti- 
tution of all things 37 and that all the per- 
fections of Omnipotence are pledged “or 
the com; lete {ulfilment of the law, as_ well 
as the prophets, in the reconciliation of all 
things to God, “that God may be all-in 
all.” We viewed the divine compassion of 
the Son of God upon a famished multitude, 


when he commanded, saying, “ give ye, 
them to eat: We most joyfully contem-: 
plated the riches of divine grace, in furn-. 


ishing a perishing, sinful, miserable world 
witit the bread of God “which cometh 
down from heaven,” and the living waters of 
salvation which eternally flow from the ex- 
haustless fountain of the divine goodness. 
The listening multitude “ did eat” of the 
manna of heaven, “and were filled 3” and 
praised be the name of God forever, they 
saw that there “ remained” of this feast of 
spiritual things, enough for all creation be- 
sides! Our joys were indescribable. “ The 
windows of heaven were opened” and co- 
pious showers of grace divine descended. 
From the fountain of everlasting light, our 
minds were irradiated; and trom the 
boundless occan of heaven’s love, all hearts 
vere replenished and retreshed. 

‘The intelligence received from the vari- 


ous svcieties within our social relation, re-— 


joiced our hearts, and confirmed the opin- 
jon that this work, or counsel is not of man, 
but of God 3 that it cannot be overthrown, 
but will stand forever. Indeed, such has 
been the recent general prevalence of the 
gospel of God’s universal grace in this 


hemisphere, that we are constrained to say, , 


*‘it isthe Lord’s doing, and it is marvel- 


lous in our eyes.” In no pattof the United | 


Siates from which we have had particular 
intelligence, has the doctrine of heaven’s 
impartial, changeless love more rapidly 
extended its salutary influence, than in this 
part of the heritage of our God. Most em- 
phatically hath God said to this part of his 
Zion, “lengthen thy cords and strengthen 
thy stakes ; break forth on the right hand 
and onthe left.” About five years since, 
not a society existed, nor a preacher of u- 
niversa] grace resided, where there are now 
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and seven preachers of the gospel of bound- 
less mercy ; and thousands throng the pla- 
ces of public devotion and instruction, 
where the life-giving energy of impartial, 
all-conquering, unbounded mercy is felt.— 
We rejoice unspeakably, that the ‘ Father 
of mercies” has propitiously sent abroad 
the spirit of devout enquiry, that intellectu- 
al light is increasing, and that the influence 
of boundless love distils as the dew of heav- 
en, enlivening the hearts and enhancing the 
moral purity and felicity of multitudes of 
our wanting race. 
What numerous causes of inexpressible 
gratitude to the Almighty Parent and Ben- 
efactor of the universe! What fertile sour- 
ces of instruction, improvement, enjoyment 
and delight to the intelligent offspring of 
God! What powerful reasons for obedi- 
ence to every divine requirement, and for 
pure love to our fellow creatures! With 
all the privileges of intellectual existence, 
with the countless blessings of the impartial 
providence of God, was the innumerable 
delights of heaven’s illimitable grace and 
goodness, with the knowledge of the rising, 
imperishable glories of the pure, spiritual, 
unbounded kingdom of our Immanuel ; 
with these and all other enjoyments, is it 
possible for believers to be unmindtul of 
the moral, relative, social and religious ob- 
ligations and practical duties of their exist- 
encer We humbly beseech and earnestly 
entreat you, brethren, to “ let your light 
shine befure men,” not for the base pur- 
pose of ostentatiously displaying your own 


' holiness, but for the noble purpose of indu- 


cing others “ to glorify your Father who is 
in heaven.” May you be enabled “soto 
number your days as to apply your hearts 
unto wisdom,” and when the cares and 
pleasures, the sorrows and joys of mortali- 
ty shall finally close, may you be received 
to the embrace of eternal guodness, in the 
climes of indescribable glory and _, endless 
day. 

| All denominations of christians are most 
affectionately exhorted to cultivate mutual 
candor, forbearance and charity, for the 
purpose of attaining peace of conscience, 
promoting the declarative glory of God, 
and advancing the divine kingdom amongs: 
mankind. Man is an imperfect, shori- 
sighted being, and though he is always lia- 
ble to error, yet we have every reason to 
believe that the tribute of an honest heart 
is acceptable to the common Parent of our 
species. ‘Though we may not see alike, 
yet we must all judge and act, and account 


fen societies, four organized churches | for ourselves, and we all have the promise, 
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which says, “I will bring the blind by ai Let humanity, morality, religion and trutr 
way that they knew not; [ will lead them! find in you unchanging friends and untar. 


in paths that they have not known.” Let 
us all therefore humbly ask wisdom of Him 
* who giveth to all men lilerally and up- 
braideth not.” 

BRETHREN IN THE Ministry. 

Think not that I, from the very thresh- 
old of existence, shall attempt to instruct 
those at whose feet I would gtadly sit and 
listen ; from whose lips I would most grate- 
fully receive the pure, soul animating pre- 
cepts of moral and religious truth : but ver- 
mit me to remind you of those truths, with 
which many of you were well acquainted, 
before my being received its identity from 
the plastic hand of the Creator. ‘Truth is 
eternal. God’s purpose in the universal 
diffusion of its light, is immutable and cer- 
tain of being accomplished. All nature 
discloses the mercifulness of our Father in 
Heaven. His holy word confirms it. Our 
hearts respond to its influence. How de- 
lightful, O how delightful, my. brethren, 
and yet how arduous is the duty to which 
we are called. The store house of bound- 
less mercy and the exhaustless ocean of 
immortal love have been unveiled. Our 
souls have been feasted on the dainties of 
Heaven, and we have been called to dis- 
pense the health-restoring doctrine of di- 
vine life, light, peace and lov’, to a benight- 
ed and morally polluted world. We have 
seen the pleasure of the Lord prospering in 
our hands, and thousands rejoicing togeth- 
er in the spiritual kingdom of Christ. We 
have seen the Dagon of error prostrated 
before the triumphant Ark of Zion’s God. 
We have seen the golden images of human 
invention and human folly, losing every 
charm to delude mortals, notwithstanding 
the fiery furnace of hell has been kept con- 
stantly hot by the fury of fanatics. The 
divinely glorious, peaceful light of Heaven 
has banished darkness from many a mind, 


and God’s unlimited love has consoled } 


many an afilicted heart, and smoothed the 
pillow of death to many a victim of the 
grave. With gratitude we view the past— 
with unspeakable delight enjoy the present, 
and with an eye of faith and hope we look 
forward to the future, while we exclaim 
with the poet, 

“ Around, bencath, below, above, 
Wherever space extends, 

There Heaven displays its boundless love 
And power with mercy blends.” 
Brethren, be faithful, be vigilent, be cir- 

cumspcct. Let the indissoluble ligament of 

immortal love cement your very heart.— 





nished ornaments. ‘ Let your conversa- 
tion be in Heaven.” Let the bright and 
glorious example of Jesus, with a polar in- 
fluence attract you to every moral and reli- 
gious virtue: ough with respect to Your 
religious Opponents you witness the fulfil- 
ment of the declaration, that “‘ one chaseth 


_a thousand, and two put ten thousand to 


flight,” yet be humble towards God, patient 
under every trial, and charitable towards 
all men. May your lives he prolonged and 
blessed, your end divinely peaceful and 
calm, and your eternity glorious and haps 
py in the everlasting kingdom of that Al- 
mighty Being, whose omnific word formed 
all worlds and beings, whose hand sustains 
the vast temple of nature and dispenses in- 
numefable blessings throughout creation, 
and whose grace shall perfect the intelligent 
universe with indissoluble existence and 
endless life. 

All herein particularly addressed, with 
the whole world of mankind, are most 
cheerfully and confidently commended to 
the fostering care, protection and mercy of 
that God who appoints the final destiny of 
all creatures, “ who is the Saviour of all 
men,” “ through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Amen. 

Per order of the Association. 

PITT MORSE. 


From the Universalist Magazine. 
QUERIES CONCERNING A“ STATE 
OF PROBATION.” 

To the Calvinistic and Arminian Clergy. 


GENTLEMEN: [laving been, for many 
years, familiar with your preaching and 
writing, and having noticed that you have 
much to say about a state of probation, J 
now call upon you to answer certain que- 
ries, which, bye and bye, I shall put to you. 

In various parts of the bible we have an 
account of different states, in which all man- 
kind, at one time or other, aye placed ; the 
one a state of sin aud misery, the other a 
state of holiness and happiness. 

For instance, we have these two states 
particularly described by the prophet Jeve- 
miah, in relation to the house of Israel, as 
follows :— ; 

Chap. 15. Then said the Lord unto 
me. Tho’ Moses and Samuel stood before 
me, yet my mind could not be toward this 
people. Cast them out of my sight, and 
let them yo forth. And it shall come to 


‘pass, if they say unto thee whether shalt 








we go forth ? then thou shalt say unto tlrem,, 


such as are for death, to death; amd such’ 


as are for the sword, to the sword; and 
soch as are for famine, to the famine ; and 
such as are for the captivity, to the captiv- 
ity. And I will appoint over them four 
‘kinds, saith the Lord; the sword to slay, 
and the dogs to tear; and the fowls of 
heaven, and the beasts of the earth, to de- 
vour and to destroy. And I will cause 
them to he removed into all the kingdoms 
ofthe earth.” In this way, as we read in 
chaptefs 7, 17, 23, 29, God will pour out 
his tury upon the people of Iggae!, and burn 
them with a fire that “ shall not be quench- 
ed,” and bring “ an everlasting reproach, 
and a perpetual shame, that shall not be 
forgotten,” upon them. After all this has 
taken place, God says, by tke prophet, 
(chap. 32.) “ Behold, I will gather them 
out of all countries whether I have driven 
them, in mine anger, and in my fury, and 
in great wrath, and I will bring them again 
into this place, and will cause them to 
dwell safely, and they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God; and I will give 
them one heart, and one way, that they 
may fear me forever, for the good of them 
and their children after them: and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them, 
that I will not turn away from them to do 
them good ; but I will put my fear in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from me: 
yea I will rejoice over them, to do them 
good, and I will plant them, in this land, 
assuredly, with my whole heart, and with 
my whole soul. For thus saith the Lord, 
like as I have brought all this great. evil 
(viz. war, famine, pestilence and disper- 
sion) upon this people, so will I bring upon 
them all the good that I have promised 
them.” 

Now, gentlemen, one very important 
query, to which I wish you to attend, is, 
which of the states above described, is a 
state of probation, with the house of Israel ? 
In the first state, that people are very wick- 
ed, aud sufler the “ great evil” of the un- 
quenchable fire of God’s “ anger and fury,” 
until they are scattered abroad “ among all 
the nations of the earth,” and an “ ever- 
lasting reproach, and perpetual shame,” is 
brought upon them: (called by Daniel, 
“ shame and everlasting contempt, and by 
Matthew, “everlasting punishment,” and 
by John, “ the resurrection of damnation.”) 
Is this what you mean by a state of proba- 
tion, gentlemen? Ia the other state men- 
tioned, when the house of Israel come to be 
gathered again ipto their own land, we are 
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informed that God puts his fear in their 
hearts, so that they shall never again de- 
part from him, and makes an everlasting 
covenant with them, that he will not turn 
away from them to do them good. Is this 
what you mean, gentlemen, by a state of 
probation ? Should you, in your great wis- 
dom, see fit to answer my queries, in either 
case, in the affirmative, I should like to 
have you lend your attention to several oth- 
ers, which would tien grow out of the case, 
such as— 

Ist. If the state where the wicked are 
suffering the fire of God’s anger and fury, 
and where the fire shall not be quenched, 
be a state of probation, and it should be 
misimproved, what will be tlie conse- 


Pquence ? any thing more than fire that shall 


not be quenched ? 

2d. If as the prophet states after suffer- 
ing the fire that shall not be quenched, of 
God’s anger and fury, the people who are 
the subjects of it, are restored to their own 
land, and have God’s fear put in their 
hearts, that they shall not depart from him, 
and have his everlasting covenant, that he 
will not turn away from them to do them 
goo, if that be a state of probation, and it 
should he misimproved, would God, con- 
trary to his everlasting covenant, turn a- 
way from them not to do them goé@? It 
so, what would be the consequence ? any 
thing more than the fire that shall not be 
quenched, of God’s anger and fury? If 
nothing more, but precisely the same, would 
not the same people have to return again, 
such as ate for death, to death; and such 
as are for the sword, to the sword; and 
such as are for famine, to the famine; and 
such as are for captivity, to the captivity > 

3d. When you shall have gone round 


and 1ound with the subject, to your full sat- 


isfaction, in quest of a state of probation, 
and shall not find it, what will be the rea 
son that you will not open your lips, ncr 
move your pens, to give either me or the 
public any intimation of your difficulty > 
Will it be kecause you are snugly settled 
on a comfortable salary, and do not wish to 
have it jeopardized ? 

4th. Were twenty-five, thousand dollars 
per annum pledged to you, in case of your 
success, and fifty cents per annum forfeited 
on your part, in case of failure, in how 
many years would you undertake to find, 
in the bible, and to present (girly before 
the public, an account of a state of proba- 
tion, for rewards and punishments in what 
you are in the habit of calling another 
world > 
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Not having the least expectation that 
you will notice these queries, or any thing 
else which purports to call m question the 
dogmas of your infallibility, I beg leave to 
suggest for your consideration, whether you 
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’Mid threat’ning dangers, now he soars 
High, on the angry billows height, 

Or sinks into the dark abyss, 

Among the fearful shades of night. 

Yet, as the “ sea boy’s” watchiul eye, 


are not, either the most stupid set of beings | Catches the Sun’s first cheering ray, 


in society, or, what is no better, the veriest 
impostors. 

It was formerly called “a wonderful, 
horrible thing,” that “ the prophets proph- 
esied falsely, and that the priests bore rule | 
by their means; but now it seems to be! 
considered one of the very prettiest things | 
in the world. 

One would think the prophet must have | 
had his eye, particularly, at the extensive 
and pseudo-pious influence of the present 
priesthood, when he said, “ My people love 

sto have it so.” Jer. v. 30, 31. 

The sanctimonious manner in which 
they present, as sacred and undoubted truth, 
the dogma of a state of probation for eter- 
nity, and denounge, as heretics, infidels, and 
antichrists, those who question it, and the 
insufferably absurd and foolish notions that 
grow out of it, are productive of the most 
egregious (leception, and the most unmer- 
ciful and ungodly tyranny, that ever existed 
in the world. The tyranny of which I 
speak is both mental and corporeal. Tlav- 
ing enslaved the miad to their superstitious 
traditions, the-bedily powers of a large por- 
tion of the «community are made, by the 
priests, subservient to their interests, and 
crusading enterprises. ‘Thousands of our 
fellow creatures do dig and plant, and reap, 
to foster and cherish the prophets that 
prophesy falsely, and the priests that bear 
rule by such means, and the people, being 
the subjects of their duplicity, love to have 
it sO. 5 Gyr re, 

From the Universalist Magazize.. 
HUMAN LIFE. 
As on the rude, tempest? ous Sea, 
When stormy winds, impet’ous, rise, 
When black’ning clouds, terrific, spread 
‘Their mantles round the vaulted skies ; 
When, with their long and threat’ ning roar, 
Loud peals of thunder rend the air, 
Dread lightnings dart their flaming a 
And paint the gloom, with awful glare 
High, on the mountain billow’s top, 
= be little shallop, mounting now, 
Stands, trembling, on the giddy h eight, 
Or plungés in the guif below : 
‘Thns, on the stormy sea of life, 
‘hile howling tempests, round him, roar, 
Sails man, amid the darksome cloom, 


And, through the distant cloud, descries 
And welcomes the returning day : 
Triumphant shines the radient bow, 
And nature’s wild convulsions, cease, 
Fear lull’d to rest, hope smiles around, 
And breathes the gentle strains of peace. 
| Thus, though a thousand ill surround 

| And lurking dangers, thickly press, 
Though secret care, and pallid fear, 
And gloomy doubt torment the breast ; 





Though adverse gales, around us roar, *", 4 
And waves of grief run “ mountains high,” “:; 
Hope lulls.our troubl’d souls to rest, ; 
And pos to heav’n, the tearful eye. 
, . J. FRIEZE 
Vw ms 
STANZAS. 


There is a place beyond the skies, 
Where happy spirits dwell— 
Where plaints of sorrow never risé 

Where none of sorrow tell ; 


A place where seraphs, round the throne 
- Of Jesus andthe Lamb, ; 
The conquest of the Saviour own, 
Who is the great AM. 


That Saviour who that ransom paid= 
Who did to set them free; 
A sacrifice for them was made, 
®And suffered on the tree. 


To Him their constant praises rise— 
To Him all praise is given, 
In that blest place beyond the skies, 
And that blest place is Heaven. 
ALEXIS 


[li seek some bank, where sits the muse. 
‘To weave my thoughts in rhyme, 

And on the sea-girt rocky shore, 
To meditate, recline. 


There will Loffer, O my God, 
My gratitude to thee, 

And sing in songs of sweet delight, 
The love Thou hast for me. 
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That hides, from view, the distant shore. | 
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